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lieve that our common ancestors, the Greco-Roman classics,
would emerge triumphantly; and that agreement would be
easy on at least a dozen names in modern literatures. For the
man who strives to rebuild Europe's shattered unity, this would
be very profitable work. For us, who are seeking the literary
experience at its best, it does not matter quite so vitally. Of
course, Shakespeare is "World Literature"5 but, if he were not,
we should study and enjoy him all the same. Conan Doyle, on
his chosen level, is undeniably World Literature 5 Robert
Bridges is not 5 this is no reason why we should place Sherlock
Holmes above The Testament of Beauty. We should not worry
overmuch, unless we are professional Comparatists,1 about the
place of our own authors in the opinion of foreigners. We
should acknowledge quite simply that we are most familiar
with our own people, even when they are but modest folk. But
we should avoid drawing up a list which implies a hierarchy of
merit, and give the engaging Rev* Gilbert White, of Sclborne,
Surrey, a rank denied to the mighty Buffon,

The wiser course then might be, provisionally at least, to
keep separate accounts: home-bred classics, foreign-born classics.
This might save us from the opposite danger as well; a certain
reluctance to acknowledge the merits of our own compatriots,
because their popularity is too obvious. This is a pitfali mto
which the sophisticate is very apt to stumble* A cosmopolitan
like Andre Gide finds it hard to admit the greatness of Victor
Hugo; it is painful for him to agree with the man in the street,
We can hardly hope to keep the two tendencies in fine and
steady equipoise from the very first, and to be absolutely fair
both to strangers and to our own people* Balance is achieved as
the reward of long practice5 and with the best critic it remains
precarious.

The third objection to all lists of Best Books is that they
confuse works which are supreme as literature, and works which
have had a decisive influence upon civilization* Between the
two sets, there is hardly any common measure- Few indeed tre
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